Chapter XXVIII
HUNGARY, OR WHAT REMAINS OF HER
THE Hungarians, or Magyars as they prefer to call themselves,
are very proud of the fact that they are the only jp>plc of
Mongolian origin who were able to maintain thenftelves on
European soil and to found a kingdom of their own, for their
distant cousins, the Finns, were until very recently always a part
of somebody else's empire or kingdom. Perhaps the Hungarians
in their present misery have stressed their great warlike qualities a
little more than was strictly necessary. But no one can deny that
as a bulwark against the Turks they have rendered a tremendously
important service to the rest of Europe. The Pope recognized the
value of this buffer state when he raised the Magyar chieftain,
Stephen, to the rank of Apostolic King of Hungary.
For when the Turks overran eastern Europe, it was the
Hungarians who kept them within bounds. They were the first
barrier, as Poland was to prove the second, when Hungary at last
was overrun. Under the leadership of one John Hunyadi, a noble-
man of Vladic origin, Hungary became in truth one of the few
defenders of the faith who was entitled to that name. But those
same wide plains on both sides of the Theiss (or Tisa) and
Danube, which had so greatly attracted the Tartar horsemen that
they had decided to settle down for good, were to prove the source
of many internal evils.
Wide open spaces make it comparatively easy for a few strong
men to dominate their neighbours. For where can the poor
peasants go when there is neither sea nor mountains? Hungary
therefore became a country of large landowners. Far removed
from the centre of government, the landowners maltreated their
peasants so outrageously that soon the latter cared very little
whether they were Magyar or Turk.
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